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It is with great pleasure and sincere
gratitude that I receive the conferment of the
Taguchi Award (Research Encouragement
Award) by the selection committee of the
Japanese Association of Organic
Geochemists for the year 2026. [ am honored
by my selection, and I express my heartfelt
thanks to the committee and the board of
directors. This is the first award I have
received as a member of a scientific society
recognizing my contributions to research
work, and I am deeply humbled by this
recognition, especially from a society outside
my homeland. My research work focuses on
applications of organic geochemistry towards
the field of molecular paleobiology. In
particular, I have worked on the diagenesis
and alteration of proteins in fossils. I co-
developed a novel technique using pyrolysis
coupled with two dimensional gas
chromatography time-of-flight mass
spectrometry to detect altered protein
fragments in fossils. The results led to a new
framework for the interpretation of these
altered proteinaceous geomacromolecules as
distinct from their biological counterparts, for
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which I coined the novel terminology
‘proteagen’. I expanded my research into
identifying preserved molecular fragments of
chitin in fungal fossils, as well as recovery of
exceptionally preserved steroids from marine
mammal bone fossils from the Oligocene of
Hokkaido. Currently, I aim to investigate the
discrepancies in organ- specific amino acid
nitrogen stable isotope ratios in fishes and am
exploring the potential of expanding the
application of the results to past ecosystems.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Prof. Suryendu Dutta, who, although not a
member of this society, encouraged me to
apply for positions in Japan. I would also like
to thank Dr. Yoshinori Takano for his
constant advice and motivation. I also
express my wholehearted gratitude to Prof.
Ken Sawada, who accepted me for my first
postdoctoral position in Japan, for his
constant support and academic mentoring.
Finally, I express my thanks once again to
the selection committee and the president of
the association. I hope that I can live up to
the expectations and continue to strive for
scientific excellence.



2026 FEFEEBEMAD BN

VELDYFREOIRE) - EHEICZHEE, CHAOEBY . BRIZhbONRE I TXNET,
AEOEFHEEIXTA1IBELLEFE6 A0 HETERS>TREY, SEOHERRICIT Y%
HENICFESE (ESE - A% 3,000 M, FAESE A% 1,000 M) OB Z B
WLTEBYET, FEBFHRIVBELATRWVWEAIE. BEDIZEBHAW W& F T
X OBREEWEL EFET,

¥, WEEEITRNN B 5 5I2IE, BIEA =V TIEZANZLETOT, bbbt
TGz BV LET,

[#iA %]

BRS04 : 00110-7-76406
LFN  —IAEETEAN B ARFEBER LS

<MATBIR VAT A >

WO b X EAT (ERiEERS = — K 9900)

JE4 : O—JUE (BrAFF2v0)h)

THEFEH « X%

MRS 76406 (7 HIDE S DB REGEIIEEIZ 00 ZfHT T 723wy, )
HFEN  —AEENEAN B AAHMERIE S

nB, 7Yy M— FMAWE ZHLOGEEIT, FHERELZFRITWCLETOT, FE
J& (office_admin@ogeochem.jp)F T H LHI< 72 &\,

(7 Ly y Mh— FHOWORE | FRBITFEE 250, IE2BY3,154, FASEYLL,079
LR ET, )

CARBARENZSNWE LD, TR (office_admin@ogeochem.jp) F THHWVEHHE
TZEW,

MAELALIBBHOE L ETET,

13



EDITOR’S NOTE

Je A FE R CEREE IZHLIE N> TEELIz, B EE3 R EL L T-F Ay 7
HIEA AL TREL , 74— A RITEKZETHRITR 2RO &1 YD THEENELT, #ilZ
AT L THEZNTT R (FEIR)

BT, 6 AICH 2 FAAENELE | HEICADETAENOH RIS 3 71 I
BLELER, ISR T 22 EBN O TRETLE, . . ALSRIOFEDADFHE
ST, BT I BN TT R, Tolfs LTV N T (%) o tarbh
STHIEAILENET, (HFH)

10 H 20 HIZiZ, JAXA Ok EFRERAFE TMMX (Martian Moons eXploration) | D5 |
TR ELTZ, 7ARANBFFLROILEERAENS, EDXIZ T2 R A £
D% MMX MBI T DRUELE | £ DRITIF SR AN, AobfsbahEEaa ! ()

HARHMIKEFRRR IUARIEM

T060-0810 dLigEALIRTILRIL 10 KFE S5 TH
EBEXRE KRFERMBKIRBRFZHZER A204 =
TEE5:011-706-2379

— R EEABRXAHMIKEFR EHH

T060-0819 JtimEFLIRHALXIL 19 £FE 8 T H
IiBEXRZE EEHRFHRHR

EHEE 1B EA

TEE5:011-706-5472 (E &)

E-mail: office_admin@ogeochem.jp

BIREFALBEXRS)
IR R (EMKF)
OEEZE (BFMREMAEHES)

14



